A new sardine, Sardinella pacifica sp. n., is described on the basis of 21 specimens collected from the Philippines. The new species closely resembles Sardinella fimbriata (Valenciennes, 1847), both species having lateral scales with centrally discontinuous striae, a dark spot on the dorsal-fin origin, more than 70 lower gill rakers on the first gill arch, the pelvic fin with eight rays, and 17 or 18 prepelvic and 12 or 13 postpelvic scutes. However, the new species is distinguished from the latter by lower counts of lateral scales, pseudobranchial filaments, and postpelvic scutes (38-41, 14-19 and 12-13, respectively vs. 44-46, 19-22 and 13-14), and a shorter lower jaw (10.4-11.6% of standard length vs. 11.1-12.2%). Sardinella pacifica sp. n. is known only from the Philippines, whereas S. fimbriata is restricted to the Indian Ocean, although previously considered to be an Indo-West Pacific species, distributed from India to the Philippines.
Introduction
Sardinella Valenciennes, 1847, an Indo-Pacific and Atlantic genus of marine, brackish and/or fresh water sardines (Clupeidae), comprises 22 valid species (Whitehead 1985 , Stern et al. 2016 . Many species, including the endemic fresh water species Sardinella tawilis (Herre, 1927) , occur in the Philippines (Fowler 1941 , Rau and Rau 1980 , Whitehead 1985 , Conlu 1986 , Munroe et al. 1999 , Willette et al. 2011a , b, Willette and Santos 2012 , Stern et al. 2016 , Hata 2017a , some being an important fisheries resource (locally named "tambam", "tuloy", and "tunsoy") (Rau and Rau 1980, Conlu 1986) . A recently described species, Sardinella goni Stern, Rinkevich & Goren, 2016 was based on specimens collected from Boracay Island, the Philippines.
During a revisionary study of Sardinella, 21 specimens of a clupeid fish from the Philippines were found to be characterized by a unique combination of scales with centrally discontinuous striae, a dark spot on the dorsal-fin origin, and low counts of lateral scales in the longitudinal series and pseudobranchial filaments. They are described herein as a new species of Sardinella.
Materials and methods
Counts and proportional measurements followed Hubbs and Lagler (1947) with additions as in Kimura et al. (2009) . All measurements were made with digital calipers to the nearest 0.01 mm. Standard length is abbreviated as SL. Institutional codes follow Sabaj (2016 (20) rays; lower jaw rather short, 10.4-11.6% of SL.
Description. Counts and measurements, expressed as percentages of SL, are given in Table 1 . Data for the holotype are presented first, followed by paratype data in parentheses. Body oblong, compressed, deepest at dorsal-fin origin. Dorsal profile of body elevated from snout tip to dorsal-fin origin, thereafter decreasing to uppermost point of caudal-fin base. Ventral profile of body curved downward from lower-jaw tip to pelvic-fin insertion, thereafter rounded to ventralmost point of caudal-fin base. Abdomen from isthmus to anus with 30 (29-31) scutes. Predorsal scutes absent. Anteriormost point of pectoral-fin insertion anterior to posteriormost point of opercle. Upper, posterior and ventral margins of pectoral fin nearly linear. Posterior tip of pectoral fin pointed. Pectoral-fin axillary scale present. Posteriormost dorsal-fin ray not filamentous. Anteriormost point of pelvic-fin insertion located directly below origin of 8 th (7 th -10 th ) dorsal-fin ray. Posterior tip of depressed pelvic fin reaching between a vertical through posterior end of dorsal-fin base and anus. Pelvic-fin axillary scale Distribution. Currently known only from the Philippines. Etymology. The specific name pacifica (in reference to the Pacific Ocean) is given to distinguish the species from S. fimbriata, with which it had been confused, and which is now considered to be restricted to the Indian Ocean.
Remarks. The new species is assignable to the genus Sardinella, defined by Whitehead (1985) and Munroe et al. (1999) , due to its compressed body, abdomen covered with prominently keeled scutes, paired predorsal scales, a symmetrical second supramaxilla, toothless hypo-maxilla, two posteriormost anal-fin rays enlarged, the dorsal fin without filamentous rays, and two fleshy outgrowths on the hind margin of the gill opening. It most closely resembles Sardinella fimbriata (Valenciennes, 1847) (Fig. 3) , sharing centrally discontinuous striae on the lateral body scales, a dark spot on the dor- sal-fin origin, more than 70 lower gill rakers on the first gill arch, eight pelvic-fin rays, 15-18 branched anal-fin rays, and 17 or 18 prepelvic scutes (Whitehead 1985 , Munroe et al. 1999 , Stern et al. 2016 Fig. 4B ). Moreover, the deciduous body scales of the new species are distinctively diagnostic, the body scales of S. fimbriata being non-deciduous. Although S. fimbriata has been regarded as an Indo-West Pacific species, distributed from India to the Philippines (Whitehead 1985 , Munroe et al. 1999 , Stern et al. 2016 , no Pacific region specimens of S. fimbriata appear to have been collected (see comparative materials), and the species is judged herein to be an Indian Ocean endemic. with English. This study was supported in part by a Grant-in-Aid from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science for JSPS Fellows (DC2: 29-6652); the Sasakawa Scientific Research Grant from the Japan Science Society (28-745); JSPS KAKENHI Grant Numbers JP19770067, JP26241027, JP24370041, JP23580259, and JP26450265; the "Biological Properties of Biodiversity Hotspots in Japan" project of the National Museum of Nature and Science, Tsukuba, Japan; "Establishment of Research and Education Network on Biodiversity and Its Conservation in the Satsunan Islands" project of Kagoshima University adopted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan; and the "Island Research" project by Kagoshima University.
